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ment of him and the charges and insinuations
that finally led him to lose his temper after a
long and trying debate.152

His leadership in a national way seems to
have "been pretty thoroughly established by the
end of his first term in Congress. His nomina-
tion to the Presidency in 1880 would suggest
such a conclusion; but in numerous less striking
ways it was plainly evident. His membership
and service in Congress gave him national
leadership, and from 1881 he was constantly in
demand all over the country as a speaker and
advocate of economic and social policies.